EXETER HARBOUR BOARD

Thursday 12 June 2025

Present:-

Councillor Williams, R (Chair)
Councillors Cookson, Read, Snow and Sheridan

Apologies

Also Present

20 SOUTHEAST DEVON WILDLIFE- JOINT HABITAT MITIGATION STRATEGY
2024

The Chair welcomed Neil Harris, Habitat Regulations Delivery Manager (East
Devon District Council) from Southeast Devon Wildlife to the meeting, who
provided a presentation on ‘A Joint Approach to Habitat Regulations Mitigation’.
The presentation discussed the following points: -

e Our history;

o the strategy is a joint approach to habitat regulations and mitigation,
formally constituted in 2016;

o habitat regulations are a critical legislative requirement for local plan
delivery, placing a legal duty on competent authorities to ensure
mitigation is delivered before granting permission for any plan or
project likely to affect European sites;

e Southeast Devon;
e Our Sites;

o Devon contains internationally important wildlife sites; the Exe
Estuary, Dawlish Warren, and East Devon Pebblebed Heaths, all
with the highest environmental designations;

e Decision Making;

o Natural England has oversight on delivery of mitigation delivery; and

o decisions are largely made using visitor strategies, which are then
referred to an officer working group, there is an annual business
plan, and a 5-year business plan. This goes to committee for
ratification, and there is a review of measures each year.

e Mitigation Delivery; and

o wildlife wardens;

Devon Loves Dogs;
public awareness campaigns;
visitor access improvements;
complete redesign of signage;
Suitable Alternative Natural Green Space (SANGs)

= Dawlish Countryside Park- funded through Council partners

and is secured with a 999-year lease to The Land Trust.
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e What Next?
o new local plans;
increase housing targets;
new strategy;
devolution; and
Planning and Infrastructure Bill.

o O O O



The Habitat Regulations Delivery Manager responded to Members questions as
follows: -

there is increasing concern from charities nationally about the Planning and
Infrastructure Bill;

it is a legal requirement for new housing developments to be assessed, and
this is carried out extrapolating data from current population access
patterns;

financial contributions are collected by council finance departments through
planning obligations (Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy);

the mitigation strategy has been developed with careful input from
stakeholders and council partners to ensure appropriateness and
proportionality;

The strategy aims to provide certainty that environmental impacts will be
addressed; and

SANGs are classified as a priority infrastructure, which guides related
planning and funding decisions, they are required to have 8 hectares per
1000 new population.

(The meeting commenced at 5.30 pm and closed at 6.41 pm)

Chair
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Why are we here? -~ ™=

The ‘Habitats Regulations’

63.—(1) A competent authority, before deciding
to...give any...permission...for, a plan or project
which—

(a)is likely to have a significant effect on a European
site ...(either alone or in combination with other
plans or projects),

must make an appropriate assessment of the
implications of the plan or project for that site in
view of that site’s conservation objectives.

(5) Inthe light of the conclusions of the
assessment...the competent authority may agree to
the plan or project only after having ascertained
that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the
European site...

SOUTH EAST DEVON
WILDLIFE
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Housing delivery r e e

Approximately 2,000 dwellings/year across region. P~ t?m——f
- @ o el e % -

Housing delivery by LPA 2025 - 2040: =

EDDC 14,400 (49%) Ny o e i
ECC 8,607 (30%) ‘ S

TDC 6,104 (21%) PE g T @i"k . " A
¢ ¢ N =2 Ji |

TOTAL 29,111(100%) ;z::;- ¢
i ) i 2 i
Offsite - Mix of developer SANG, LPA strategic @i g— \
SANG and local projects. T N =
Developer provides SANG for sites of 300 or more \ \ ,

dwellings

SANG provision 8ha per 1000 new residents.
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Exe Estuary SPA 3 s _
Bhera ' = ' : * |Internationally important

wildlife sites.

WOODBURY

Dawlish Warren
* Legally protected,

SAC
A highest environmental
S designation.
~Pebblebed Heaths
SPA/SAC * Primary consideration in
the planning process.

DAWLISH
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Impacts: evidence base 2009-2013

Report

Stakeholder Consultations
Regarding Management Measures at
Dawlish Warren, the Exe Estuary and
the Pebblebed Heaths

Katie Cruickshanks, Sophie Lake, John Day ai
Durwyn Liley

connecting wildlife and people

nd

y

footprint
ECOLOGY

Foresttice
CotaHarbos
Warsham

Dorser k20 774
Tel Pz onmam 514t
rioRlsatsrm ecsicty o ik

Report.

g

Exe Estuary Visitor Survey footprins

Durwyn Liley, Helen Fearnley
& Katie Cruickshanks

connecting wildlife and people H

Report

East Devon, Exeter and Teignbridge
Household Survey and Predictions
of Visitor Use of Greenspaces

Katie Cruickshanks & Durwyn Liley

conviecting wildlife and people ’

footprint Exe Disturbance Study

Liley, D., Cruickshanks, K., Waldon, J.
& Fearnley, H.

Forest Office
Cold Marbaus
Waretare

connecting wildlife and people

20794
e s 309 553444

Report
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footprint
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Forest Offke.
Cold Harbout

Dorset Bkac

Tel/Tax 03520 552448
Ieloguotsieeciogy cask

Report

An assessment of
recreational impacts on
Dawlish Warren SAC

Sophie Lake

connecting wildlife and pecple



6 abed

Forest Offce.

Cold Mar bour

Wareham

Dorset BHao 7PA

el Fax: 01939552404
logiootpemt-rniagy (6 ok

Report

South-east Devon European
Site Mitigation Strategy

Durwyn Liley, Rachel Hoskin, Sophie Lake,
John Underhill-Day & Katie Cruickshanks

connecting wildlife and peaple

Map 19: Suggosted Zaning for Developer Contributions

2 Sy datn. & Crowe suppright mme aressss gt 111
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Farest Office

Cold Harbout

Wateham

Darset BHzo 7PA

Tel/Fax: 01929 552441
info@fogtprint ecology.co.uk

SOUTH EAST DEVON
WILDLIFE

Report

East Devon Pebblebed Heaths
Visitor Management Plan

Durwyn Liley, Chris Panter
& John Underhill-Day

connecting wildlife and people



B ® AMN —
gL Delivery Manager |

B Wardens (outreach & engagement |

" SANGS/Infrastructure Delivery Officer

=

BV iGie Refuges |
B Ccoss Nanagement |
S orage interpretaion |
|
|
|

ECEE
B Patrol Boat

B Car Parking management review (Heaths)

@ Visitorsurveys |
B Ecological monitoring |

Mitigation measures

| Offsite / SANG

Suitable Alternative Natural Green Space

I’ (SANGS)

New (or enhanced) countryside areas
to ease pressure on protected sites by
providing alternatives

mm Strategic provision.

Mix of delivery mechanisms

developer/LPA
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Decision making 902
. .\ Officer Working Group

[oatprint South-gast Devon European
Site Mitigation Stralegy
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NATURAL PEBBLEBED HEATHS r» -
COMSERVATION TRUST
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South East Devon Wildlife - Joint Habitats
Sites Mitigation Strategy (2024)
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Annual .
: 5 Yr. Delivery
Business
Plan
Plan
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“razing animals, other de Exmouth Wildlife Refuge-
for picking up. < Dawlish Warren ™

Public awareness campaigns
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South East Deveon Visitor Survey 2020-2021

Zoe Caals, Chris Panter & Durwyn Liley

Monitoring

P FOOTPRINT
) ECOLOGY
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Exe Estuary Wildlife Refuge Monitoring
Programme — Final Report

Phil Saunders & Durwyn Liley

VEGETATION SURVEY & ASSESSMENT

Petatwore Petalophyllum rolfsii Monitoring a¢ Dawlish Warren National Nature Reserve in
2023

REPORT TO EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL

May 2023

e

Dawlish Warren NNR

trampling & nutrient enrichment
assessment

2023

5]

December 2023
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Pebblebed
Heaths

Visitor Access
Improvements

»5_ Types of activity
" &t affecting the
» s+ heaths
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W”_DI_IFE CONSERVATION TRUST

£500K invested

g1 abed

Changing layouts
Tarmac entrances

Install height barriers
Additional dog waste bins
Improving surfaces and drainage
Cycle racks

Vehicle counters

XEy



-',

ion-
Joney’

"eyY's Cross

i

© N

)
@b
—
oF
—
(ab)
)
=
S
=
©
(b)
00)
G
=
2

Joney’'s Cross

e Pebblebed Hieatlss
r.l #tur..‘. National Naturae e




0z abed

uitable
lternative
atural
reen
pace

oo

SOUTH EAST DEVON
WILDLIFE




DAWLISH

COUNTRYSIDE




Welcome to Dawlish

Countrysi

de Park

These spacious acres, for centuries
farmed to feed us, are now yours

to explore and enjoy.

If you have an hour to spare
why not follow the Red
Route right round taking in
the panoramic views from

he Ridge Path, the Island
Viewpoint and The Lookout.

For a shorter stroll why not
foliow one of the Mellow
Yellow loops past the Bird
Feeding Station fo the
Coffee Curve seat with sea

w2

Priiate

o3

views

...Of make your cwn route
around the many meadaw
paths - thera's room to run
and room to roam.

gm

iy Car park
®@ Padasirian erirances
E:' Yo ane hena
I Inlormaton beard
DOog Bins
BR Bk racks
== Read Rouls - nght round
Medlow Yellpw - Locps
™ Banches
W Viewpoints
8 Yourg woodiand plangngs
@ inchidual trees
@ Owhards
I Spring besrley no dogs piesss Mecg
B Meadows
voo: OWoMEDL Wirds - ND kies
N | o,

Waming,

Fo
o Crossing
w-a|kin£al'ﬂsb‘“"y‘s

Common Blue

S8 Skelark

*

Birdsong and
barley fields

Enjoy a real country walk
‘with our classic farmiand
birds for company.
Skylarks singing joyfully
high overhead - and our
real Devon celebrities, the
bandit masked Cirl Bunting
(pronounced sirfl) making

thelr subtle rattle.
They were once called %
the Village Bunting

Male St
Bunting

because of their close
fies to us.

Patches will still be farmed for Barley to
support these special and long standing
country companions..

As their name suggests ting
Harest Mice ke Felds of
corn, we've added a few to
the countryside formiture
see {F you can gpot them!

Marsled White
Eutterfly, (it scatter
bomds s £ggsl)

b Marvellous meadows
Grassland will be managed as hay meadows

packed with colourful wildflowers and bustiing

Scentless
Maywesd

with butterflies, with mown paths for exploring
and shorter strips for throwing a ball.

o Ladybired /"
ASTT b Evcdsr Pt

Fort Road" bus staps
q£| are an phe man road

OEe0®a

Mofouling Mo eyoling  Mowshisies o .oampéng M riding




Top Park Delivery Plan Year 1-2

University
ofiExeter.
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Topsham

illingford
George

* Ridgetop Park - SANGS
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Website

www.southeastdevonwildlife.org.uk
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Social media

@SEDwildlife

f0O)

# South East Devon Wild

PEBBLEBED MEATHS ~

p——

DAWLISH WARREN v  EXEESTUARY ~

Protecting

Exe Estuary, Dawlish Warren and-East
Devon Pebblebed Heaths for future

generations to enjoy

more

SOUTH EAST DEVON HABITAT REGULATIONS PARTNERSHIP
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What next?

* New Local Plans
* |Increased housing targets

* New strategy

 Devolution

* Planning & Infrastructure Bill

/& FOOTPRINT

‘:’ ECOLOGY

e

South East Devon Wildlife — Joint Habitats
Sites Mitigation Strategy (2024)
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' What has
| been
, amended?

« Supersedes and replaces the existing Strategy.

» Covers 2025-30. Updated on a rolling basis every 5
years thereafter. (80yr framework outlined)

» Staff resource increases:

« Expansion of current team and SANGS/Greenspace
Project Delivery Officer. Operational budgets for staff
projects.
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What is new?

ECC “Infrastructure Projects
as offsite mitigation - as an
alternative to SANG.

To “provide access or
enhance existing land away
from the European sites”

Flexible “special projects
pot” funding for site
specific mitigation, along

with defined projects.
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In summary

* Evidence base

* Housing delivery in South East Devon.

* Wildlife within reach — our sites.
e Mitigation strategy & measures.

* Local Authority partnership with
stakeholders.

* Mitigation delivery.
* What next?

SOUTH EAST DEVON
WILDLIFE
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* Neil Harris
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SOUTH EAST DEVON Delivery Manager
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* South East Devon Wildlife

* nharris@eastdevon.gov.uk

* 07890626 291
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